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PART | — ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

Include this page in the school’s application as pge 2.

The signatures on the first page of this applicef@mver page) certify that each of the statembalsw
concerning the school’s eligibility and complianvegh U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil
Rights (OCR) requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

11.

NBRS 2014

The school configuration includes one or more afdgs K-12. (Schools on the same campus
with one principal, even a K-12 school, must agsyan entire school.)

The school has made its Annual Measurable Objec{i®Os) or Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) each year for the past two years and hadeen identified by the state as “persistently
dangerous” within the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, a public school must nielee state’s AMOs or AYP requirements in
the 2013-2014 school year and be certified by taie sepresentative. Any status appeals must
be resolved at least two weeks before the awargsnoay for the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum.

The school has been in existence for five full gettrat is, from at least September 2008 and
each tested grade must have been part of the sidtdbe past three years.

The nominated school has not received the NatBha Ribbon Schools award the past five
years: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, or 2013.

The nominated school has no history of testingyirtarities, nor have charges of irregularities
been brought against the school at the time of natan. The U.S. Department of Education
reserves the right to disqualify a school’s appiaraand/or rescind a school’s award if
irregularities are later discovered and provenhaydtate.

The nominated school or district is not refusindi€@fof Civil Rights (OCR) access to
information necessary to investigate a civil rigtdsnplaint or to conduct a district-wide
compliance review.

The OCR has not issued a violation letter of figdito the school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakated one or more of the civil rights statutes.
A violation letter of findings will not be consident outstanding if OCR has accepted a
corrective action plan from the district to remekg violation.

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivads with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in
guestion; or if there are such findings, the statdistrict has corrected, or agreed to correet, th
findings.
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PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

All data are the most recent year available.

DISTRICT (Question 1 is not applicable to non-public schpols

1.

Number of schools in the district
(per district designation):

__ 14 Elementgfools (includes K-8)
_ 3 Middle/Junior higtheols

1 High schools
0 K-12 schools

8 TOTAL

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

2.

3.

4.

[ 1 Urban or large central city
[ 1 Suburban with characteristics typical of anamtarea
[] Suburban

[X] Small city or town in a rural area

Category that best describes the area whersctio®l is located:

3 Number of years the principal has been inhiegosition at this school.

Grade # of # of Females| Grade Total
Males

PreK 0 0 0
K 11 9 20
1 7 6 13
2 11 9 20
3 8 8 16
4 9 9 18
5 12 8 20
6 0 0 0
7 0 0 0
8 0 0 0
9 0 0 0
10 0 0 0
11 0 0 0
12 0 0 0

Total

Students 58 49 107

Number of students as of October 1 enrollecah grade level or its equivalent in applying s¢hoo
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5. Racial/ethnic composition of

the school:

1 % Asian

1 % American Indanlaska Native

9 % Black or African American

5_3 % Hispanic or Latino

0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

65 % White
1 % Two or more races
100 % Total

(Only these seven standard categories should lgetaseport the racial/ethnic composition of yocingol. The Final Guidance on
Maintaining, Collecting, and Reporting Racial arttiric Data to the U.S. Department of Education ishleld in the October 19,
2007Federal Register provides definitions for each of the seven catiegoy

6. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during tl82 - 2013 year: 10%

This rate should be calculated using the grid beldWe answer to (6) is the mobility rate.

Steps For Determining Mobility Rate

Answer

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2012 until the
end of the school year

5

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2012 unt
the end of the 2012-2013 school year

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum @
rows (1) and (2)]

—h

11

(4) Total number of students in the schoo
of October 1

as 407

(5) Total transferred students in row (3)
divided by total students in row (4)

0.103

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100

10

7. English Language Learners (ELL) in the school13 %
14 Total number ELL
Number of non-English languages represented.. 5
Specify non-English languages: Spanish, Arabaihidh, Nuer, and Lao

8. Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:56 %

Total number students who qualify: _ 64

If this method is not an accurate estimate of #nregntage of students from low-income families, or
the school does not participate in the free andaed-priced school meals program, supply an aceurat
estimate and explain how the school calculateddstisnate.

NBRS 2014
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9. Students receiving special education services: 4 %

5 Total number of students served

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do thadd additional categories.

0 Autism _0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness _ 0 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness _ 0 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance _ 0 Speech or Language Immait

0 Hearing Impairment _ 0 Traumatic Brain Injury

1 Mental Retardation _ 0 Visual Impairment IncludBigndness
0 Multiple Disabilities _4 Developmentally Delayed

10. Use Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs), rounded tarast whole numeral, to indicate the number of

personnel in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff

Administrators 1

Classroom teachers 6

Resource teachers/specialists
e.g., reading, math, science, special
education, enrichment, technology,
art, music, physical education, etc.

Paraprofessionals 2

Student support personnel

e.g., guidance counselors, behavior
interventionists, mental/physical
health service providers,
psychologists, family engagement
liaisons, career/college attainment
coaches, etc.

11. Average student-classroom teacher ratio, thalhésntimber of students in the
school divided by the FTE of classroom teachegs, 22:1 12:1
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12. Show daily student attendance rates. Only sifflools need to supply yearly graduation rates.

Required Information 2012-2013| 2011-2012 2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009
Daily student attendance 96% 97% 97% 96% 97%
High school graduation rate 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

13.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools)

Show percentages to indicate the post-secondanssthstudents who graduated in Spring 2013

Post-Secondary Status

Graduating class size 0
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 0%
Enrolled in a community college 0%
Enrolled in career/technical training program 0%
Found employment 0%
Joined the military or other public service 0%
Other 0%

14. Indicate whether your school has previouslgire a National Blue Ribbon Schools award.

Yes No X

If yes, select the year in which your school reedithe awa

rd.
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PART Il - SUMMARY

Seedling Mile Elementary School is a K-5 elementatyool with an average enrollment of 110 students.
We are a neighborhood school with strong supporhfour community. Our school is made up of 56% of
our student body on free or reduced lunch and 1B8tiostudents using English as a second language.
Seedling Mile began as a one-room school hous886 and has blossomed into a one-unit school. /e a
steeped in tradition with many third generatiordstuts attending our campus. Our students areptre
9,150+ students that attend Grand Island Publio@stand are one of 14 elementary schools within ou
district. Seedling has a rich tradition of famélgd involvement in each child’s education. We hagtrong
Parent Teacher Organization which strives to pmeidrichment experiences for each student and guppo
any educational needs which will benefit studeatreng.

Three years ago staff embraced the philosophyeogtbwth mindset and the expectation that with etpp
every student can make gains in their learning. hates worked diligently to provide differentiated
instruction to allow students to be challengedatlével appropriate to their need. This philogopligns
with our mission, “To nurture, guide, and challemggommunity of life-long learners”. The Respottse
Intervention (Rtl) model has been an effective wagneet all learning needs at Seedling Mile. Otir R
team meets weekly to look at student data and me&isions about interventions or next steps needéed.
Rtl process has helped us more effectively sugparhing and fill in gaps of learning during thelggears
of education. Because of this change our resaiucent numbers have decreased from 7% of our
population to 5% of our population. A motto we medhourselves of daily is, “Every Student, EveryyDa
Success!” This is truly how we feel about eacldstu that enters our doors and offers us the oppitytto
be a part of their future success.

Seedling Mile Elementary School's main focus isstudent achievement in all areas. Through ourdau
goal setting and feedback strategies, we have &lglerto advance our students to a higher level of
performance. Students are provided the skilleetfrgy appropriate goals and using data to askess t
success or need for future study. Staff has atstied diligently to develop relationships with eathdent
at Seedling Mile. We believe that by creating laost that is open and trusting, students are abiake
risk in their learning and excel in their growthitvan and out of school.

We believe the structure of a student's day if@highest priority. We make use of the time befwhool
begins by providing time to practice math fluen@ading fluency and exercise. Students utilize tinne
as individuals and small groups and work hard tp Bach other with their fluency practice. We have
incorporated additional reading time during theastlday to assist students in reaching their repdoals.
The use of 5th grade mentors to work with 2nd gidddents is a part of our after school programe T
premise is to have mentors trained in the Readoggiher program to assist younger students needing
reading support. The outcome of this programes4th% gain in reading proficiency our 2nd gradelehis
have made. Another way we have encouraged thgrapjt of reading is by purchasing books school-wide
for our students. Each semester each studentes gibook to add to their personal library. Wam alelect
one book to read as an entire school family. Welmse 100 copies of the selected book to shaheeaith
school family and provide extra opportunities dgrihe school day to enhance the comprehensioreof th
selected book. This year the book, Mr. PopperiggBims, was selected and as a result our scholdbevil
traveling to the Omaha Zoo to give students theegpce of the penguins and other animal habitats.
Giving all students additional opportunities angerences has been a focus both of our school and o
PTO. We have invested in bringing experiencesutcstudents and providing learning opportunitietsioie
of school. It is apparent when you enter SeedWilg that it is a special place and students aed th
preparation for their future is the focus of eaelkision made.
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PART IV — INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS

1. Assessment Results:

The State of Nebraska requires elementary staéssrsents in the areas of reading and math fotualéats
in grade 3-5. The state science assessment isigtienéd to all fifth grade students. The indicator
assessment results are below, meets, or exceadimagta. To meet the standards of the state assesm
students are expected to perform at the meetgf@ipncy score of 85-134 or exceeds level, a preficy
score of 135-200.

During the 2012-2013 school year Seedling Mile et surpassed the state goal of 89% in the area of
reading by achieving a 90% score. This was a 3¥ease from the 2011-2012 school year. In theafrea
math, 90% of Seedling Mile students were proficeEstompared to the state goal of 84%. This was an
increase of over 20% of students proficient indhea of our state math results. During the 2012320
school year 95% of our students were at or abosie ginade level guided reading level benchmark.il&/h
our reading results over the last 4 years haveiredateady in the proficiency range of meets thedards
85-134, our exceeds the standards range, 135-20Ddra@ased from 12% to 40%, an increase of 28%.
During the 2012-2013 school year our state writegults dropped from 100% during the 2011-2012 alcho
year to 63%. This was due in part to a new ragiteje and the way in which the writing pieces were
assessed. Because of this drop, writing becaroeus for each grade at Seedling Mile during the3201
2014 school year. The implementation of "No Mdra,Done" by Jennifer Jacobson is used as a resourc
for our K-2nd grade writing instruction and Aimead&ner’s text, "Notebook Know-How" is used as a
resource for writing instruction for our 3rd-5thage teachers. We have also implemented the editing
principle’s by both Ron Coniglio and Jeff Anderdorassist students in editing their work. Teachense
diligently used the principles found in these boakd have been impressed with the difference fouodr
student writing. Our school data has already shwth in the area of writing and we look forwaed t
receiving our results from the state writing foe 013-2014 school year.

Performance trends indicate a steady increases@saent scores for both reading and math.
Seedling Mile has chosen to use the Responsedrvérmtion (Rtl) model as a way to help both stringgl
students and students needing additional challe@#sstrategic use of matching interventions tolent
need has greatly impacted student growth. We\ebeir focus on effective use of interventions for
students is successful. Our lower socio-econotnidesit number has increased while our level of
proficiency has remained steady. We use frequesgssments to check student learning which have
promoted early intervention and differentiationrgtruction. This information and process hastea
success for many of our students.

2. Using Assessment Results:

Data analysis is an important part of improvingistut learning and shaping instruction to meet #exs of
individual students. Staff at Seedling Mile haddmthe commitment to use state, district and chassr
data as a means for effective teaching. The aseess include: DIBELs Next, which is administerboee
times per school year, District Interim Benchmaddministered three to four times per school year,
Nebraska State Accountability assessment in thesarereading, math and science, Terra Nova fattiou
grade students only, and Acuity for students irdtfifth grade. Third grade students have typicaltored
lower than our 4th and 5th grade students on theéthand Nebraska State Accountability assessment.
Over the past year, we have tried to replicatesans to better prepare our students for takieg tests
online and equipping them with strategies to tal@e tests. The conversation between teachdheat
second and third grade level occurs often to smitwthransition between the curriculum at the sdcon
grade level into the third grade level.

Teachers use common planning time to discuss datdts and plan for next steps in instruction. Uibe of
idea sharing between grade levels has helped ghgsethat previously existed in curriculum and heath
a common language to assist students in theityatoliunderstand the concepts presented and dtighbbir
previous learning.
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Seedling Mile has chosen to use the Responsedrvémtion (Rtl) model as a way to help both stringgl
students and students needing additional challe@#sstrategic use of matching interventions tolent
need has greatly impacted student growth at vatexeds. Weekly meetings provide the platform for
discussion about students and their growth or fareadditional or varied assistance. Parentsrarieded
in the Rtl process and included in decision makargheir child’s education.

Assessment results are shared with families throwtgiie year in both written and graph form. Répor
cards sent four times per year also contain vaduisibrmation about their child’s assessment parforce
and daily workmanship. Daily assignment notebamiesused in grades two-five to assist in commuiaicat
between home and school.

Each summer our staff holds a summer book stuénsare unification in the direction of our schoatla
the school year. Last year our staff was notfsadisvith our writing results and chose to focus on
implementing two book concepts in order to impagtwriting instruction time. Third grade studehts/e
typically scored lower than our 4th and 5th graelents. Over the past year, we have tried tocatel
situations to better prepare our students for taltie state assessment test and providing smaipgro
instruction to better meet their learning needthefrequired concepts.

3. Sharing Lessons Learned:

Staff at Seedling Mile is actively involved in adwang the art of teaching and learning and prongotin
professional learning for each staff members. dagibnal Learning days are held throughout the gedr
are used to view data and hold conversations akoalt strategies are working well and what areasville
focus on for continued growth. Our school hasraed with schools within the Grand Island Public
School district to share ideas and collaborate tdsvachool improvement. Our staff has presented
strategies and informational sessions during thestessional learning days. Seedling Mile staffmbers
are constantly reading and researching new appesaohstudent learning. Our staff serves on severa
district committees to both influence the directaur district is moving and as a tool for updating staff
on new initiatives. Staff members from SeedlindeMire often asked to take part in district cuttiou
development and district improvement teams. TrexllBeg Mile staff is continuously looking for ways
improve their teaching and understand how studeats. Due to the number of veteran teachers,
collaboration is a key to our success and idedrghailhe Seedling Mile staff function as a tigHilyit
family and are willing to lend a helping hand tyane needing assistance.

The Seedling Mile staff utilizes our School Improwvent Plan to guide and direct our next steps. Wisite
the plan throughout the year to ensure we aremaingj to meet the goals we have set for ourselseged
as assess how it is affecting student learning: S2thool Improvement Team meets monthly to vievadat
and discuss successes and areas that need adddamusa Each summer our staff holds a summer book
study to assist in unifying the direction of ouhsol and the school year.

4. Engaging Families and Community:

The staff of Seedling Mile works tirelessly to lwbiklationships with each family. It is importadat
understand family make-up and communicate on daebasis about each students learning and
performance during the school day. We begin eaél with a family night to meet families and remind
families of the school’s protocol and informatiar the upcoming school year. We hold parent/teache
conferences twice throughout the year to updatditsmon their child’s progress and goals.

English Language Learner students are able topakdn a family literacy night twice per year. i¥h
evening gives families an opportunity to take patheir child’s education and enjoy an eveningeaining
with their child. Seedling Mile has held a longdition of Grandparent’s Day as a vehicle to ineolv
grandparents or other special adults in the eduwatiife of their grandchild. Grandparents andtid to
spend the afternoon in their grandchild’s classraamstudents share how and what they are currently
learning. Twice a year we invite mothers and fettlte come to school for breakfast and spend tmear
book fair. It is a special time for students tmgrthe special adults in their life to school & with them
before the school day begins.
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Our PTA is active in arranging community nights éor families to enjoy special events at no olelittost
to families. PTA has sponsored family game nigpitzza nights, roller skating nights, movie niglasight
with a magician, and science demonstrations. Thesrings have been a great connection between
families at our school and serve as a way to sufamilies.

Consistent communication is vital to the relatidpdtetween school and home. Each Sunday evening a
called is made by the principal to remind familiéschool events occurring within the upcoming week
The website is another way to share informatiom families and stakeholders about events that tedken
place or will take place in the coming weeks. Tess communicate with families weekly through ventt
notes, phone calls and e-mail.

Staff conduct parent and student surveys eachgspnd the results are analyzed for improvemene Th
conversations surrounding these surveys help aseceepositive learning environment for all.
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PART V — CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

1. Curriculum:

Students attending Seedling Mile Elementary recaiveducation to prepare them for their future thaed
ability to take on challenges that may lie aheduk mission of Seedling Mile states, “To nurturedguand
challenge a community of life-long learners”. Testend, the curriculum used is rigorous and aligitis
best instructional practice. The focus of learrniggot only the skill of learning but also the vid learn
new ideas and concepts. The ability to have a tfrovindset when learning is a goal we hold for all
students.

English Language Arts curriculum is a balanceddity approach encompassing reading, writing, rebear
speaking and listening. Instructional componemttude shared reading, guided reading, skill irtsion,
read alouds, word study, independent reading, celngmsion strategy instruction, the writing procéss,
six traits of effective writing, and speaking argldning instruction. Two hours minimum is setiastach
day to allow students sufficient time to receiviedi instruction and work with the language arts
curriculum. Students are provided effective leagrstrategies to help them reach their maximuml lefve
proficiency as communicators, problem solvers, @itctal thinkers.

Mathematics curriculum focuses on problem solvhmgiigh application of mathematical skills. The
program implemented in GIPS district is Math Express. Math curriculum scaffolds as students agvel
in the strand of number sense, geometric/measutesoanepts, algebraic concepts, data analysis and
probability. The ability of students to communi#teir mathematical thinking is a vehicle usedanh

unit to ensure student understanding. StudentBexibly grouped based on pre-assessment perfarenan
Teachers diligently pre-teach and follow-up withdgints needing additional help to master the skill
presented. Students spend a minimum of 75 minoteacting with math and math instruction each. day

Science curriculum is based on the premise thatadlents will gain an understanding of sciencé wit
focus on scientific inquiry. The Foss science vese is a hands-on, inquiry approach to learni@gdents
learn through asking questions, conducting invasitigs, using appropriate tools and techniquesgdita
gathering and the ability to think critically armbically about relationship between evidence and
explanation.

Social studies curriculum is designed to assistesits in developing their awareness and respeseftr
our nation, and our world in order to make effeetpersonal and public decisions. A standards-bssedl
studies curriculum builds knowledge of specificoifiéine content, thinking skills, commitment to
democratic values, and citizen participation, afiemtial to maintaining a democratic way of lifghrough
an integrated study of social studies discipliséisdents will acquire necessary knowledge, slalhsl
attitudes as they become lifelong learners.

Physical Education curriculum is based on the bl all children and youth will display the dkibnd
practices of a physically active lifestyle, knowithg benefits of their choice to be involved in piogl
activity. They will be physically fit and have amdiset that values physical activity and its besefit
sustaining healthy lifestyles. The physical ediacaturriculum focuses on motor skills and loconnoto
movement patterns, movement concepts, participdiiness, personal and social behavior, and values
These skills are started in kindergarten and deeeldhrough twelfth grade.

Technology curriculum is embedded within what temstdo in their classrooms each and every day.
Technology is used as a way to differentiate lesyhor each student and meet their individual needs
Technology classes are held each week at the etargdevel and include the following standards;
creativity and innovation, communication and cadiedtion, research and information fluency, problem
solving and decision making, digital citizenshipdaechnology operations and concepts. Theseatdsd
align with the 21st century teaching and learnialighs Grand Island Public Schools skills we sttiveneet
each day with student.
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Music curriculum instruction takes place within @gneral music education classes. Music curriculum
focuses on singing, performing, improvising, compgsnd arranging, and reading and notating music.
The curriculum is based on the belief that allat@h can develop the skills to successfully create
perform music. Music presentation is provided iraeety of modes to meet all learning needs. &ttsl
take part in music classes every other day.

2. Reading/English:

Reading instruction at Seedling Mile is based 6the Balanced literacy framework. Research shines
components of the balanced literacy framework idiclg, shared reading, guided reading, independent
reading and writing, read alouds and literatureles provide ways to meet each students need andipr
instruction that will help them meet or exceed regdevel expectations. Staff use this framework
throughout the day with the Daily 5 model in laggeup, small group and individual settings. Litsréy
Design is another resource used to ensure eachnstsideading comprehension is at or above grags.le

Each teacher meets with small guided reading greaph day to provide reading instruction focusing o
fluency and comprehension. Running records anddmtal notes guide daily instruction for these $mal
groups. Time is provided for independent readimgj gartner reading which allows students the
opportunity to enjoy reading, improve comprehensikiis and practice fluency. Daily read alouds also
a favorite of students and take place on a da#ystia each classroom.

Teachers use a district benchmark to assess stualemtminimum of three times per year to gaugevtro
in a child’s reading skill. These benchmarks akeled for a students guided reading level andh aligh
the student’s ability level. Teachers also userhity by Design assessments as a way to meastire eac
student’s comprehension level. The DIBELS tesisisd three times a year for students in kindengafitst
and second grades. The DIBELS test is used toureasstudent’s ability to decode, fluency in their
reading and their comprehension skills. Studentgades third, fourth and fifth take part in theultg test
three times per year. This test gives vital infation to students and staff about areas of needuaas of
growth. This information is used to create flegigroups of focused instruction. Students in {Hwodrth
and fifth grade also take part in the NebraskaeSAasessment once each year in the area of reatihig.
test gives information that can be used the follgnschool year in the area of vocabulary and
comprehension.

Students needing additional support to reach thdeaglevel reading level take part in the Rtl preces
Interventions used to assist students in the arefisency, comprehension, and decoding are iRe@dys
and Stars, and Sound Partner. These groups tag&e ipl an individual or small group setting in orte
maximize student learning time and assist moreilgeaith student mistakes. Students needing aokalgti
challenges may attend a reading group in a grad¢ dédove their current grade level. If attendamgther
class is not workable within the daily schedulacteers will adjust instruction to meet all learnimeeds
within their small group instruction. Students nieyasked to complete a higher level task witrstrae
text or may be asked to complete a similar task @ihigher level text dependent upon student need.

Our school annually reads a book together as dyfaymoup and enjoys the connection between home and
school when reading the gifted book. Families gtijis time set aside to read with all childrent thiéend
Seedling Mile and staff enjoys discussing the behk children throughout their school day. Disdass

can be overheard in the lunchroom, playgroundatgrhallway, before and after school. It is adiog
experience for each staff member and student te aaommon understanding of the book.

3. Mathematics:

The Math Expressions framework is used as the resdar math instruction. This spiraling program
continually revisits concepts presented at eaokl.lelts primary emphasis is on the strands of rermb
sense, geometric/measurement concepts, algebraiets, data analysis and probability. Studermts ar
challenged to not only understand the mathematmatepts but also to explain their thinking and the
strategies they used to arrive at their answerthik is used daily and provides students a waghtire
their thinking in small group and whole class sgf$i. This time is used as a valuable way fortatlents to
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discover new strategies and support student legrrifath instruction is differentiated based ordent
ability. Students that are ready to develop mor@epth skills are given a more challenging assegrtrand
students needing additional help may have extemdidiction from the teacher in a small group segtti

Frequent assessments are given to continually orostitdent achievement and allow for differentiated
instruction within each mathematical strand. Fsgeasments are given before each unit to creatblée
groups of differentiated instruction. Assessmanésadministered throughout the unit and at theoéide
unit to show student growth. Students in thirdirtb and fifth grade take the Acuity test threeginper
year. This test gives vital information to studeand staff about areas of need and areas of growth
Students in third, fourth and fifth grade also t#ke Nebraska State Assessment once a year. Tdmses
give information about student ability in the areAsumber sense, geometric/measurement concepts,
algebraic concepts, and data analysis/probabilityis information is used the following year tortiéy
areas of growth and gaps in learning.

Students struggling in the area of mathematicsedegred to the Rtl process and attend daily iretion
sessions. Students attend small groups or anidhudivgroup using one of the following interventon
iReady, Cams and Stams, and pre-teaching of teerlesThese groups take place in an individuahualls
group setting in order to maximize student learrtinge and assist more readily with student mistakes

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

Writing curriculum is an area Seedling Mile hasused on this school year as we were not satisfigd w
the proficiency of our student’s writing. WriteN§orkshop and the Six-Traits of Writing have besadias
a model for writing instruction over the last salgrears. This year we have added two writing lsdok
our list of writing resources. Our kindergarterotilgh 2nd grade teachers and specialists havesdiudi
Jennifer Jacobson's title, "No More, I'm Done".ir@lthrough fifth grade teachers and specialisteeha
added the title, "Notebook Know-How" by Aimee Buekras a resource for writing instruction. Teachers
have met once a month to discuss the topics coveithé chapters read and how to implement thesidea
into their classroom writing instruction. Teachkave focused on two of the six traits of writilgaughout
the month and have given students multiple oppditsrto practice the two traits of focus. We halsn
incorporated parts of Ron Coniglio’s model of wigiinstruction and plan to use the model in itsretyt
next school year.

Students are instructed whole group through misééas and then move to individual practice of &ik s
Teachers conference with students individuallyulgiemut the practice session to give feedback asidtas
students in setting goals for their writing. Thetl10 minutes of writing instruction is used targhthe
piece of writing the student has worked on throwglotass that day. Students may choose to share in
partners or in whole group if desired.

This year we have used a professional artist as@urce to assist students in creating detaileektto be
used as a way to supplement a piece of writingtrdistion is centered around the details and crgati
picture in your reader’'s mind of what you are disseg through your writing piece. The details viitlour
students' writing and the vocabulary used has lgrizaproved.

5. Instructional Methods:

Seedling Mile uses a variety of instructional sgis to differentiate instruction and ensure sitglare
receiving the appropriate level of instruction floeir learning needs. Pre-teaching, re-teachimdjyidual
instruction, small group instruction, structuredd&nt interactions, and guided practice are a fietiveo

ways students learning needs are met through paiset methods. In the area of Math pre-assessisient
used before each unit as a way to identify studehtsalready possess the given concepts and atg i@a
more in depth knowledge of the skills being taughite pre-assessment also identifies students vayo m
struggle with the concepts and may need additismgport. Think Central is another tool used to
differentiate levels of knowledge about a givenlmadncept in order to personalize the lesson foh ea
student.
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Paraprofessional support, learning facilitator suppnd before and after school tutoring are used a
additional practice or extension to personalizenied for students. The Rtl process serves aatkaue
for identifying each student who performs abovéelpw the grade level norm. The learning facititatnd
paraprofessional work with students both in andoddihe classroom to meet the learning needs ofestis
within the Rtl process. The use of, Brain Pop, icand PebbleGo are additional online resources ts
supplement curriculum and meet student learningsee

Technology is a growing resource to assist in eimgegfudents, differentiating and using varied
instructional methods. Every classroom is equippitd iPads and Chromebooks in order to provide
technology that is easily accessed. Professieaahing takes place throughout the school yeardwige
ideas of how to incorporate new apps, online reesuand Google extensions as a way to support
individualized learning. Our math and social stésdturriculum offers online support as an additieovay
to differentiate for learning and provide instroctal practice both guided and individual.

6. Professional Development:

Professional development opportunities are a coatioin of district, building and individually plande
learning. Our professional learning days occutismes throughout the school year with a day delade
learning for each session. Professional learnilygrfarmation encompass district initiatives, goses forth
by our school improvement plan (SIP) team and mfdion requested by staff to benefit student needs.
The four areas of our school improvement plan fazuseading, math, writing along with climate and
culture. The use of technology and 21st centuagni@g beliefs are embedded within each area afsfoc

Teacher leadership is built by having staff memipeesent information and take part in various istr
teams in relationship to the four areas of SIP $odDays are spent with information presentationjed
conversations and time devoted to implementatidegsson creation which aligns to the concepts ptese
during the PD day. The data collected throughloaityear serves as another communication of areas ou
staff can focus on. Staff surveys administereti@end of each school year provide informatioru&bo
areas of strengths and areas of continued study.

Staff meet throughout the year to hold book stuthiasdirectly relate to classroom instruction.isTime
allows teachers to share successes and problema@as of frustration in relation to the book gtud
information. These sessions are guided by tedehders and give time to plan how the informatidih lve
utilized by each grade level.

Each summer our SIP team spends two days reviedeitegand planning next steps for the school year.
These planning sessions guide our professionalitgafor the year and assist teachers with persyoell
setting.

7. School Leadership

Seedling Mile operates under a shared-leadersliipspphy. The building structure consists of one
principal, one learning facilitator, six classrot@achers, ten specialists and ten classified stdfé

learning facilitator balances half of her time pding academic interventions for students and the
remaining half providing instructional support éathers. Our School Improvement Plan (SIP) teadema
up of teachers, learning facilitator, and princiisahe team that truly guides our school directidhis team
spends countless hours both in the summer andghoot the session to gauge the impact the plaavisg
upon student learning and effective teaching sirese

The McRel Balanced Leadership Framework is usédeaguide to remind us of our responsibilities and
practices when approaching any decision or pratt&emay involve change. This framework also retsi
us of how to create a purposeful community whereates are valued and heard. Our SIP team has
worked to create agreed-upon processes in whifhaseaable to function within a common understadi
The principal is the liaison between district, tears, parents, students and the community. Thef lbleht
every student can succeed every day is what setfli®g Mile Elementary apart as a great schooleriev
day, our principal, teachers, support staff, stteland volunteers work cooperatively and accept the
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responsibility to lead our school with greatned#e each have a part in what makes Seedling Mile
Elementary a great place to work and learn.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Math
All Students Tested/Grad¢. 3
Publisher: CAL

Tesl: Nebraska State Accountability
Edition/Publication Year: 2012

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

1

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Meets and % Exceeds

53

68

65

% Exceeds

21

22

19

Number of students tested

58

63

63

Percent of total students tests

d

100

100

100

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

33

46

69

% Exceeds

15

15

Number of students tested

13

13

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

5. African- American
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students
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% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Meets and % Exceeds 43 72 58
% Exceeds 36 11 33
Number of students tested 14 18 12

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES: During the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school yeaN#teraska State Accountability (NeSA) test
was not administered by the state of Nebraska. di3trict used the ITBS test in its place during #908-
2009 and 2009-2010 school year. The ITBS tesased on a Norm Curve Equivalent (NCE) result as
opposed to the NeSA test in which results are basazkceeds or meets standards. During the 2010-20
school year the transition to the newly createdriigha State Accountability test occurred. Redudts
2010-2013 are based on the NeSA testing systeragdsor meets standards. Although our ELL
population accounts for 10 percent of our studesgtslo not have the required number to merit a sulmr
through the NeSA testing system.
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Math
All Students Tested/Grade: 4
Publisher: CAL

Test: Nebraska State Accountability
Edition/Publication Year: 2012

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

i

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Meets and % Exceeds

53

68

65

% Exceeds

21

22

19

Number of students tested

58

63

63

Percent of total students tests

d

100

100

100

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

78

50

50

% Exceeds

11

33

25

Number of students tested

12

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

5. African- American
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Page 18 of 27



Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Meets and % Exceeds 60 40 67
% Exceeds 33 60 25
Number of students tested 15 10 12

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES: During the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school yeaN#teraska State Accountability (NeSA) test
was not administered by the state of Nebraska. d3trict used the ITBS test in its place during #008-
2009 and 2009-2010 school year. The ITBS tesaset on a Norm Curve Equivalent (NCE) result as
opposed to the NeSA test in which results are basazkceeds or meets standards. During the 2010-20
school year the transition to the newly createdriigha State Accountability test occurred. Redtdis
2010-2013 are based on the NeSA testing systeragdsor meets standards. Although our ELL
population accounts for 10 percent of our studesmtslo not have the required number to merit a suhmr
through the NeSA testing system.
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Math
All Students Tested/Gradt. 5
Publisher: CAL

Test: Nebraska State Accountability
Edition/Publication Year: 2012

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

i

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Meets and % Exceeds

53

68

65

% Exceeds

21

22

19

Number of students tested

58

63

63

Percent of total students tests

d

100

100

100

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

69

100

90

% Exceeds

31

Number of students tested

13

10

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

5. African- American
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds
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Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Meets and % Exceeds 87 64 72
% Exceeds 13 36 17
Number of students tested 8 11 18

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES: During the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school yeaN#teraska State Accountability (NeSA) test
was not administered by the state of Nebraska. d3trict used the ITBS test in its place during #008-
2009 and 2009-2010 school year. The ITBS tesaset on a Norm Curve Equivalent (NCE) result as
opposed to the NeSA test in which results are basazkceeds or meets standards. During the 2010-20
school year the transition to the newly createdriigha State Accountability test occurred. Redtiis
2010-2013 are based on the NeSA testing systeragdsor meets standards. Although our ELL
population accounts for 10 percent of our studesmtslo not have the required number to merit a suhmr
through the NeSA testing system.
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading/ELA
All Students Tested/Grad¢. 3
Publisher: CAL

Test: Nebraska State Accountability
Edition/Publication Year: 2012

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

i

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Meets and % Exceeds

50

52

56

% Exceeds

40

27

20

Number of students tested

58

63

64

Percent of total students tests

d

100

100

100

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

50

54

54

% Exceeds

17

23

Number of students tested

13

13

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

5. African- American
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds
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Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

29

67

58

% Exceeds

50

25

Number of students tested

14

18

12

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES: During the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school yeaN#teraska State Accountability (NeSA) test
was not administered by the state of Nebraska. d3trict used the ITBS test in its place during #008-
2009 and 2009-2010 school year. The ITBS tesaset on a Norm Curve Equivalent (NCE) result as
opposed to the NeSA test in which results are baseazkceeds or meets standards. During the 2010-20
school year the transition to the newly createdriigha State Accountability test occurred. Redtdis
2010-2013 are based on the NeSA testing systeragdsor meets standards. Although our ELL
population accounts for 10 percent of our studesmtslo not have the required number to merit a suhmr
through the NeSA testing system.
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading/ELA
All Students Tested/Gradt: 4
Publisher: CAL

Test: Nebraska State Accountability
Edition/Publication Year: 2012

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

i

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Meets % Exceeds

50

52

56

% Exceeds

40

27

20

Number of students tested

58

63

64

Percent of total students tests

d

100

100

100

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Meets % Exceeds

78

50

50

% Exceeds

11

33

25

Number of students tested

12

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

5. African- American
Students

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds
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Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Meets % Exceeds 73 40 42
% Exceeds 20 60 33
Number of students tested 15 10 12

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Meets % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES: During the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school yeaN#teraska State Accountability (NeSA) test
was not administered by the state of Nebraska. d3trict used the ITBS test in its place during #008-
2009 and 2009-2010 school year. The ITBS tesaset on a Norm Curve Equivalent (NCE) result as
opposed to the NeSA test in which results are basazkceeds or meets standards. During the 2010-20
school year the transition to the newly createdriigha State Accountability test occurred. Redtdis
2010-2013 are based on the NeSA testing systeragdsr meets standards. Although our ELL
population accounts for 10 percent of our studesmtslo not have the required number to merit a suhmr
through the NeSA testing system.
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading/ELA
All Students Tested/Gradt. 5
Publisher: CAL

Test: Nebraska State Accountability
Edition/Publication Year: 2012

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

i

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

Apr

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Meets and % Exceeds

50

52

56

% Exceeds

40

27

20

Number of students tested

58

63

64

Percent of total students tests

d

100

100

100

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

46

75

64

% Exceeds

46

25

Number of students tested

13

11

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

5. African- American
Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds
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Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Meets and % Exceeds 30 50 50
% Exceeds 70 42 22
Number of students tested 10 12 18

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Meets and % Exceeds

% Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES: During the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school yeaN#teraska State Accountability (NeSA) test
was not administered by the state of Nebraska. d3trict used the ITBS test in its place during #008-
2009 and 2009-2010 school year. The ITBS tesaset on a Norm Curve Equivalent (NCE) result as
opposed to the NeSA test in which results are basazkceeds or meets standards. During the 2010-20
school year the transition to the newly createdriigha State Accountability test occurred. Redtdis
2010-2013 are based on the NeSA testing systeragdsor meets standards. Although our ELL
population accounts for 10 percent of our studesmtslo not have the required number to merit a suhmr
through the NeSA testing system.
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